T H E J O U R N A L O F PARASZTOLOGI'
-
RESEARCH NOTE T H E OCCURRENCE O F AN O R N Z T H O D O R O S TICK I N MARYLAND
This species has been reported to be strictly an ectoparasite of bats and two larvae of this species were found attached to the neck of two of several Myotis lucifugus lucifugus (Le Conte, 1931) taken in this church. The nymphs and adults, however, were all removed from cracks and crevices in the brick wall of the church attic.
In the laboratory the adults and nymphs fed to repletion on Myotis in one half to two hours. They fed more readily in a darkened chamber than in the light. Some females oviposited and several hundred larvae hatched from these eggs. Nymphs of the collection, which fed, molted into succeeding nymphal stages or into adults. The larvae, however, did not readily feed on the bats in the laboratory. Only one larva attached and it was forcibly removed in 24 hours after it had distended to several times its original size. This larva subsequently molted into the first nymphal stage and then into the second nymphal stage without another feeding. Further studies on the biology of this species are now in progress.
Three other trips to this same locality resulted in the collection of the following specimens: 9 adults, 2 nymphs, September 25, 1954; 14 adults, 10 nymphs, April 23, 1955; and 76 adults, 43 nymphs, October 15,1955. This investigation was supported by a research grant E-738 from the National Microbiological Institute of the National Institutes of Health, Public Health Service.-GEORGE ANASTOS AND CARLETON M. CLIFFORD, Department of Zoology, University of Maryland.
